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President’s Message 

Hello, everyone, and Happy New Year!  I want to begin by acknowledging the contri-

butions of several key leaders in the Guild that helped make 2009 such a great year.  

First, of course, is Charlie Ard.  Charlie, THANKS! for serving as our President. We have 

come a long way!  Under Charlie’s administration the Guild obtained a new heat pump for 

the Woodworking Education Center (WEC), which paved the way for our subsequent move 

to the WEC for our monthly meetings.  This move allowed us to actually make some saw-

dust during our monthly programs.  Among many other accomplishments we obtained a 

large dual drum sander and a wonderful Walker-Turner band saw (which Charlie rebuilt 

for the shop). 

A.R. Bray, our Vice President, coordinated some of the finest pre-meetings and pro-

grams anywhere.  We not only enjoyed many fine woodworking sessions, but we learned 

how to fine tune our chainsaws, and do woodcarving.  Some of us even learned how to 

build the world’s best squirrel cage.  Just ask A.R. about it!  Tom Surtees is our new Vice 

President and already has a fine list of programs scheduled for this year.   

Buzz Kelly has served as our Toy Chairman and has led the Friday Group in not only 

making over 3,600 toys; they also have constructed several therapeutic devices for Chil-

dren’s Hospital.   Buzz’s leadership and attention to detail has been a blessing to the 

Guild.  Ralph Hardwick, winner of the Best of Show for his amazing wooden trac-

tor/trailer and bulldozer toy, will be our Toy Chairman this year. 

Jim Caldwell has served as the Guild’s Education Director bringing us a fantastic 
(see page 2) 

                                             Bulletin Board 

Atlanta Woodworking Show                                     January 29th-31st  

http://cms.thewoodworkingshows.com/cms/Home/AtlantaGA129131/tabid/60/Default.aspx 

Phil Colson Presentation at WEC on February 27, 2010. See Page 4 of this newsletter for de-

tails. Fee of $75 includes lunch.  See www.philcolsonwoodturner.com 

Member needs a ride to meetings. Don Blackburn, 3376 N Wildewood Drive, Pelham needs a 

ride to the guild meetings. Please contact Don at 664-1347. 

Shop Tools For Sale. Bob Ross is selling his woodworking tools. Bob lives in Mountainbrook. You 

can contact him at 967-2326. 

Membership Dues. Please pay Walter Barnett ASAP. Dues are still $50 per year. 
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JANUARY 2010  

Next Meeting 

Saturday,  

January 16th 
Pre-meeting 9:30 to 10 am 

Meeting 10 to 11 am 

Lunch immediately after. 

Don’t forget your 

Show and Tell 

Hot dogs & hamburgers will be served for lunch after our meeting.  It costs 

about $5 a person to provide so you’re asked to  chip in to help cover the cost. 

January Pre-meeting: Each year, Minwax® honors select organizations that have demonstrated a 

dedication to the betterment of their community through exemplary achievements in woodworking. 

Individuals and organizations across America get nominated for the Minwax® Community Crafts-

man Award, designed to reward outstanding community service through woodworking.  For the 

first time, the AWG submitted an application for the $5,000 first prize.  Tom Surtees will use our 

pre-meeting time to go through the application process and the information we presented.  Min-

wax® will announce their selection in the Spring. 
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 Fund Raising Activities in 2010 

One of the conditions of having a great shop to work in is that we need to 

raise money to pay for the operating costs. These operating costs, along with the 

other costs of operating the Guild, have been exceeding the income from dues 

and other sources. It is critical to the continued operation of the WEC that we 

increase our income.. We need more people to work on  producing items for sale. 

Several people made items for the Avondale event, but they can’t be expected to 

make items for every sale.  The fund Raising Committee, led by Troy Stroud, 

has selected several events for participation by our Guild. We need to make 

items for sale at the events. Please make some items for sale at the events listed 

below. 

Montevallo Arts Festival                 April 10, 2010 

Helena Buck Creek Festival            May 7 &8,  2010 

Alabaster, City Fest                         June 5  

Art in Avondale Park                      October (Dates to be set) 

There’s a bucket sitting 

on the sign in table at each 

of our meetings.  That 

bucket is there for you to 

put in a couple of bucks 

for the “comfort” of having a nice 

place to meet.  Those contributions 

help to defray the costs of heating, air 

conditioning, refreshments, and pa-

per products.  There was a time when 

we met in a warehouse without any of 

these amenities and at the conven-

ience of others. Be grateful! 

Comfort Bucket 

Welcome  

New Member 

John Davis 

(President’s Message continued from page 1) 

router seminar along with several classes taught by our own guild members in-

cluding a door building class, a cutting board class and a dulcimer building class, 

just to mention a few.  Robert McClure will be leading the Guild’s educational 

programs for 2010 and has already been working along with Jim to bring the 

Guild a Turning Seminar scheduled for February. 

 We also owe a great debt of gratitude to Nelda Kelly for serving as the 

Guild News editor for many years.  Nelda has made a group of dusty ole wood-

workers sound somewhat intelligible when most of us knew better.  She has 

truly been the brain behind the newsletter’s face to the Guild.  Nelda, thanks for 

a wonderful job.  Bill Newman is taking over as the Guild News editor and is 

already rolling up his sleeves and learning a new computer program and polish-

ing up his linguistic skills.  I have a feeling he is not going to coddle us like 

Nelda did. 

As we move into 2010 our vision for the Guild is for all of us to have fun and 

enjoy the craft of woodworking and enjoy woodworking with each other.  Toward 

that end we have several exciting programs and educational opportunities 

planned.  What is your role?  Glad you asked.  Get involved.  You get out of any-

thing commensurate with what you are willing to put into it.  So as we move into 

a new year, immerse yourself in some of our many activities and you will be 

greatly rewarded for your involvement. 

 Looking forward to a wonderful year, Monta King 

Win a Starrett Combination Square  

Starrett tools are the industry standard for excellence. We have ob-

tained a Starrett combination square set and will give it to the lucky 

person whose name is drawn at random from persons making a dona-

tion to the guild of $2.00 or more. Be sure to make your donation and 

get in on all of the fun! 

Habitat  Holiday House 

The Alabama Woodworkers Guild com-
pleted the installation of the “Home for 
the Holidays” House kitchen cabinets 
on Saturday, December 12th.  Several 
Guild members also hung doors 
throughout the house. This is an annual 
event sponsored by the Guild.  It was a 
rewarding experience to be able to help 
someone live in her own home by 
Christmas.  THANKS! to all who 
worked so hard to prepare and install 
these cabinets.  

January Program:      BEDS, BEDS and a TABLE 
Have you ever thought about making a couple of beds that must pass inspection of an inte-

rior designer and a customer with an eye for detail?  What about making a 24-foot long 

conference table to go into a board room at a bank?  During this last year, our own  John 

Lawson and Brian Burke not only faced both of these major assignments, waged a war 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Annual Christmas 

Celebration 

Carolyn Key, Eddie & Pat 

Heerten and Jeff & Tina Hood, 

along with sons Jared and Jamison, 

did an excellent job of coordinating 

the event and ensuring that all had 

plenty to eat and enjoyed a time of 

satisfying fellowship.  Many fine door 

prizes were awarded…most of which, 

surprisingly, went to couples. 

Woodworking Education Center 
The “Thursday at the WEC” group began assembly of the cabinets for the Habi-

tat house and they were installed in December. We have not decided on the 

projects for this group yet, we will be discussing  this during our first meetings 

in January. We also plan to discuss expanding this group some. If you would 

like to join us or have ideas for projects please come down and join us. 

A Powermatic Shaper was donated by a former member Angus McQueen. It 

runs good but needs some work before it is usable. 

There still is not a firm schedule on completing the front doors. Our instructor 

(Michael Tomlin ) has been extremely busy with his business but hopefully he 

will have some time in January to complete this project. 

We will continue our efforts of making and or teaching how to make things for 

our fundraising events.                                                      Cliff Daniels 

                    Tools For Sale 

Starrett 12" Combination Squares-

cast iron head, $50  Forged head 

$65. 

Call Richardson, 967-6378 or e-mail 

bamadan45@bellsouth.net if inter-

ested. 

Price significantly below current 

retail price. 

against the obstacles they encountered along the way, but passed the tests with flying col-

ors. 

John and Brian will take us through the process of designing the furniture from a picture or 

just an individual’s concept to selecting the finish that adds so much to the final product.  

This is not John’s first time to make a presentation to our group.  Additionally, he has 

taught classes for the Guild and currently serves on our board of directors.  To go along 

with his woodworking skills, John has many years of experience in manufacturing, primar-

ily for companies supplying parts to the automotive industry. Brian served in the Navy as a 

pilot after graduating from the US Naval Academy.   After the Navy, Brian has started a 

career in woodworking.  Don’t miss this program.                      Tom Surtees 

(Continued from page 2) 
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We are very fortunate to have the following 

patrons who support the Guild.  They are 

excellent suppliers of products or services 

in the local area that provide monetary 

support or allow us to use their various fa-

cilities for Guild functions: 

The Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodwork-

ing  Offers woodworking classes for beginner to ad-

vanced woodworkers on various topics with concentration 

on teaching the “Process” of making furniture. Our signa-

ture courses on Foundations for Fine Woodworking, has 

been extremely popular and guides the student through 

a series of Foundations Courses to prepare them for 

building quality furniture. Other courses include veneer-

ing, turning, finishing and project classes. Next year the 

school is expanding facilities/courses and will offer sev-

eral weeklong courses. All courses are taught by master 

craftsmen with a vast amount of experience in different 

areas of expertise. Courses are conducted in our spacious 

horse farm in Alpharetta, GA featuring two large fully 

equipped barns including a turning studio & steam bend-

ing equipment. The environment lends to learning wood-

working skills in a pleasant surrounding. Our mission: 

“To provide quality instructional courses to individuals 

who are interested in furthering their knowledge of 

woodworking at all levels of interest and skill.” 1640 

Mid-Broadwell Rd, Alpharetta, GA 30004 (770)-751-9571 

www.dogwoodwoodworking.com 

 

Paul Mancill, Realtor  Residential, land, & commercial 

(205)-706-6252 

 

Commercial Heating and Air, Charlie Ard 
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Guild Patrons 

J.R. Prewitt & Associates, Inc.  Independent 

Insurance Agent—Founded in 1974, J. R. Prewitt 

& Associates, Inc. is a family owned agency that 

has grown to one of the largest firms in the Bir-

mingham area.  Representing over a dozen insur-

ance carriers, the agency provides a full spectrum 

of insurance services to over 3500 clients.  From 

individuals to multi-state corporations, the agency 

prides itself on it’s loyal, long term client base as a 

result of unparalleled customer service.  Contact us 

for your personal, business, or professional insur-

ance needs. 2146 Highland Ave. South, Birming-

ham, AL 35205 Telephone (205)-933-9207 FAX 

(205)-930-0450 

 

The Awards & Engraving Place is a full service 

engraving shop, offering both laser and flatbed ro-

tary engraving.  We engrave directly on wood, 

glass, plastic, and a variety of coated metals.  We 

offer plaques, glass and acrylic wards, trophies, 

interior signs and name badges.  We have been in 

business in Hoover since 1987. Contact Ken Murer, 

The Awards & Engraving Place, 1883 Hoover 

Court, Hoover, Al 35226, (205)-823-7676  fax(205)-

822-1111 

Max Tool, Inc. is a distributor of cutting tools, 

abrasives, MRO and machine shop supplies. 

Founded in 1985, we are located in Birmingham, 

Alabama. Max Tool represents the product lines of 

many of industry's foremost manufacturers from 

around the world.. 119 B Citation Court, Birming-

h am ,  A L  3 5 2 0 9  ( 2 0 5 )  9 4 2 - 2 4 6 6 

www.maxtoolinc.com 
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Email Only Guild News  Directions to the 
Woodworking Education  

Center   

From I 65 South  

Take exit 238 for US31 toward 

Saginaw/Alabaster.   

Turn right at US31 N,    

Turn left on AL 119/Montevallo Rd 

Turn right on CR12  

Turn right on CR17 

Look for school house on your left  



Website: 

www.woodcraft.com 
e-mail: WC511@aol.com 

Phone 

205-988-3600 
Fax 

205-988-3612 

Store Hours 

M - T - W - F:  9AM - 7PM 
Th: 9AM-9PM 
Sat: 9AM-6PM 
Sun: Noon-5 PM 

 

About Us 

Alabama Woodworkers Guild Newsletter is published monthly for its members and other interested parties.  Guild meetings are held 

monthly on the third Saturday at 9:00 a.m. at the Woodworking Education Center, 10544 Hwy 17, Maylene, AL 35114  

Information concerning the Guild may be secured by calling Walter Barnett, Treasurer at (205) 933-9207. 

Our Webmaster is  Brian Stauss.  See our website at:  www.alabamawoodworkersguild.org or www.awwg.info 

Contact our Guild News Editor at  nwkshop@bellsouth.net 

Directions 
Take I-65 to Exit 246.   
Take Highway 119 West (Cahaba Valley Road)  
3/4 of a mile.  We are located on the left,  
in the Cahaba Valley Station. 
 
 
 

The Alabama Woodworkers Guild, Inc. 
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Birmingham, AL 35260 

 


